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FROM THE
INTERNATIONAL
PRESIDENT

Dear GFWC Members,

Having focused on moving the General
Federation of Women's Clubs forward
through every project, program,
connection, and relationship, there is much to celebrate in all that
you have accomplished. Your commitment to service is deeply
appreciated and essential to our strength. | am incredibly proud of

the way you have dedicated yourselves to changing circumstances
for those in need while also nurturing your own personal growth

and development. GFWC members truly are the BEST!

With the dawn of the new year, 2026, comes renewed energy and
opportunity for what our journey can become as we move toward
even stronger days ahead.

Inrecent months, it has been a privilege to meet and collaborate with
leaders of prominent national organizations whose missions align
closely with that of GFWC, particularly as it relates to women. These
include the Women’'s Suffrage National Monument Foundation
(WSNMF), the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), and
the Military Women’s Memorial (MWM). Each organization’s
mission is dedicated to recognizing, recording, and honoring the
accomplishments of women. This shared focus is both powerful
and essential.

As we approach GFWC’s Women’s History Month Celebration, it
is especially important that we continue to recognize, preserve,
DQG FHOHEUDWH WKH VLJQL“FDQW \HW
women have played in shaping our nation and world. Individually,
, HQFRXUDJH \RX WR UHtHFW RQ WKH ZRP
recording and sharing their stories. When we do so, we enrich our
historical narratives and ensure women'’s contributions are visible
and valued. If we are to educate and empower girls and young

ZRPHQ ZH PXVW OLIW XS VWURQJ UROH H

barriers and changed the course of life for the good of all. Join me
in telling her story.

To the leaders and members who have committed to writing
your club’s 2025 history, please accept my deepest appreciation.
While this requires time and effort, it is truly a privilege to gather
the details and tell the story of the difference your club has made.
Through your efforts, you are preserving an essential part of our
shared GFWC history.

With gratitude and resolve,

SUELLEN B. BRAZIL ?j
GFWC International President

FROM THE
DIRECTOR OF
JUNIOR CLUBS

In honor of Women’s History
Month coming up in March, |
want to highlight “The History
of Junior Membership” that is
available on the Member Portal
Digital Library, in the Juniors section. Initially compiled

in 2015, when Cathy Jo (Canterbury) Bryant was GFWC

Director of Junior Clubs, to celebrate the long history

of Juniors. Several members of the GFWC Junior Board

DQG -ROLH )UDQNIXUWK FXUUHQW *):&
who served as GFWC Director-elect of Junior Clubs at

the time, conducted the research.

It is a fascinating history of the evolution of our Junior
organization, and a reminder that providing a place

within GFWC for young adults is just as crucial today

as it was in 1922 when a GFWC Juniors Committee

ZDbV “UVW HVWDEOLVKHG , KDYH HQMR\
highlights of each Director of Junior Clubs’ time in this
SRVLWLRQ OLOOLH &URP IURP &DOLIRU
'LUHFWRU VSRNH DW WKH 81 DQG YLVL
the 1952-1954 administration. Nannie Jean Hay from
Pennsylvania (1960-1962) led 100,000 Junior members

in 2,152 clubs. Sandi Jones from New Hampshire (1984-

1986) and the GFWC International President had dinner

at the White House with President and Mrs. Reagan.

Marta DiBenedetto from Massachusetts (2004-2006)

W READ R WHHD “RYWUORRRNWBU WRROKRVW D -X
FUXLVH $QG , DP KRQRUHG WR SHUVRQ

H Bast Rirectrre) /Iof whorns are incyadiyle women.

, KRSH \RXMOO “QG WKH +LVWRU\ RI -X

the Member Portal to learn more about our proud GFWC

R 25 ioRylt s dy nsRistiopa) Blgng are undenway

to update the History through the current administration.

7TKDQN \RX IRU DOO \RX GR WR LPSURYF
7TKDQN \RX IRU OLYLQJ HDFK GD\ WU\L
something, not merely to exist.

SHANNON BAILEY

Director of Junior Clubs
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GFWC EMPOWERING
e sinmmon  MEMBERS THROUGH

« OF WOMEN'S CLUBS
LEARNING ACADEM EDUCATION

L- d by JOLIE FRANKURTH, GFWC FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

hen Jane Cunningham Croly
founded the General Federation
of Women's Clubs (GFWC)

in 1890, her vision was clear: “to unite
women’s clubs nationwide and advance
WKHLU HITRUWYV LQ HGXFDWLR(
conditions, healthcare, scholarships, and
RWKHU UHIRUPV EHQH*“WLQJ
children.” Through her dedication, Croly
opened doors to learning opportunities

that society had long denied women. As

clubs formed across the country, they
became powerful conduits for education

and empowerment.

Today, GFWC’s commitment to “collectively
elevate” and expand members’
NQRZOHGJH UHPDLQV XQZDYH (W
technological advancements, we can now
deliver education and training directly to
members, accessible anytime, anywhere.

For years, the GFWC Executive Committee
has prioritized meeting members’ training

needs. This goal became reality during
the last Administration with the launch of
our new GFWC Member Portal, powered
by Toucan Tech. This transition enabled
us to introduce online training tools
requested by members and outlined in

the GFWC Strategic Plan. An initiative of
the administration, the GFWC Learning
Academy launched in January 2026.

continued on next page
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LEARNING
=

INTRODUCING THE GFWC R U —
LEARNING ACADEMY

Canva Confidence

7KH *):& /HDUQLQJ $FDGHP\ LV RXU RUJDQL This course introduces you o Canva, a free and user-riandly online design fool. You'l explore
WUDLQLQJ KXE RIIHULQJ D GLYHUVH FDWDO R S

PHPEHUV VWUHQJWKHQ WKHLU VNLOOV DQC
VHHNLQJ OHDGHUVKLS VWUDWHJILHV PHPEF
WHFKQRORJ\ WLSV RXU WUDLQLQJ YLGHRV
VXSSRUW \RXU VXFFHVV WKURXJKRXW \RXU TECHNOLOGY TOOLKIT

B 25 Now 2025

TS ——— [ DxRin 7]

Leveraging my post-secondary education expertise, | curated a
course catalog, secured presenters, and facilitated recordings.

Canva Ba » Training

Working alongside GFWC Design and Publications Manager Sonja H':.:?(Z:: ::::
Candice Gill, the team brought the GFWC Learning Academy to %..‘f}.v.a—g u::ﬁ:::.ﬁ;::.ﬁ:
life by pairing requested topics with knowledgeable club leaders  cearet
who generously shared their expertise as online trainers. LB L
Canva Confidence: Easy Designs for GFWC
WHAT THE ACADEMY OFFERS Projects
Free Courses covering essential tools and resources in: Presenter: Laura Connelly, GFWG Social Media and Tech Support, Sonja
Hults, GFWC California
* LEADERSHIP i o A B S S A G

great work your club is doing! Canva Confidence is all it takes to shine like a pro!

Download Handout before Viewing

* MEMBERSHIP

* TECHNOLOGY

+ CLUB RESOURCES COMPREHENSIVE CURRICULUM

The GFWC Learning Academy launches with six core areas:
% FINANCIAL AND BUDGET BASICS
e Technology Toolkit

Coming Soon: Fee-based Masterclass recordings for members e Financial Fundamentals
seeking advanced training beyond foundational skills—offered at a

fraction of market cost to encourage lifelong learning. *  Leadership Launched

Each course includes video training, handouts, and links to * Membership Guides

VXSSOHPHQWDU\ UHVRXUFHV 0DQ\ YLGHRV IHDW XHhs®PHbYedRY UHtHFWLRQ
and practice, ensuring an interactive learning experience.
* Legislation and Advocacy
A SPECIAL THANKS Additionally, members can access recordings from the Learning
Gateway Series (2024-2026) and the GFWC Advocacy Series
(2022-2024)—valuable resources that support our mission and
strengthen club work.

On behalf of the GFWC Executive Committee, | extend our
heartfelt thanks to the many members who contributed their time
and expertise to make this initiative possible. Your willingness to
share knowledge ensures that others can grow and thrive.

READY TO START LEARNING?

Visit the GFWC Learning Academy today and explore the courses that will help
\RX OHDG ZLWK FRQ“GHQFH DQG PDNH D ODVWY
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WHRC NEWS:

HEADQUARTERS
BEFORE GFWC

by JOANNA CHURCH, WOMEN'S HISTORY &
RESOURCE CENTER LIBRARIAN

HOUSE HUNTING

The drawing.room as it appeared shortly before GFWC
urchasg_d the house in 1922. Animal skin rugs, not included.

iy ook

ow that 1734 N Street has the milestone age of 150 years  of our neighborhood, Dupont Circle. Though the Radfords only

ZLWK RXU tDQNLQJ URZKRXVHV li2e@ I@ere for a fewbydats HieyWhosted some notable events such as
not far behind it in age), it is interesting to look back at GDXJKWHU 6RSKLHMV ZHGGLQJ WR D 5XVVlI
the early history of our beloved Headquarters. What stories could President Rutherford B. Hayes was in attendance.

they tell of their time before GFWC, if they could speak? We know

that before they became part of the Federation, these buildings his wife Mary, who moved into the “unusually spacious city home”
were home to at least 140 people, including families and servants; LQ 7HQ \HDUV ODWHU *HQHUDO OLOHV VRO

PLOLWDU\ PHQ \RXQJ PRWKHUV “OH FOHUNRER Gnfel QB R YorlklsHiRo LRdérbok a major

few months each, a Supreme Court Justice and a pair of famous

Later owners of the home included General Nelson A. Miles and

renovation and modernization; it's their tastes and interests that
DUH UHtHFWHG E\ WKH “QLVKHY DQG DUUDQJt
HQWHUWDLQLQJ URRPV RQ WKH VHFRQG tRRU

Broadway actors. Births, marriages, deaths; musical parties, activist
meetings, funerals... GFWC Headquarters was the site of all these,

and more.

_ _ 1H[W WR EH EXLOW ZDV 1 6WUHHW ZKLFK Z
The oldest of the three is the cent-ral 1734 N Street home, which as part of a mini-development of seven rowhouses just to the west
GFWC purchased in 1922. Washington, DC’s N Street between RI 7KH VPDOOHVW RI RXU WKUHH EXLOGL

WK DQG WK EWUHHWYV ZDV D TXLHW VW W R 18 2 YR SnEVEAER ik X0k e people who

that this block has retained, for the most part, as the city grows and lived there were interesting in their own right. Bernard Green, a civil

FKDQJIHV DURXQG XV L BWUHHW 2DV EXE{iber Barticipaldd th e KdhstBcidn@t's&bral DC landmarks

Rear Admiral William Radford in the early days of the development like the Washington Monument and the Library of Congress: his

continued on next page
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father-in-law Marvin Lincoln, who lived with
the family, was “a well-known designer
of wooden legs.” Bernard’s daughter Dr.
Julia Green was a homeopathic physician

ZKR PD\ KDYH KDG DQ RI“FH

next owner, George Zolnay, was a noted
sculptor; his sister-in-law Alice Gillim,
who lived with the family for a time, was a
librarian for the federal government. And

Grace Hays Riley, who moved here with
her husband in the 1930s, was Dean of the

Washington College of Law.

1 6WUHHW EXLOW LQ
a lot before we purchased it in 1959. It
was built for Elizabeth Gulick, who lived
here for ten years before her death at
KRPH LQ
John and Annie Devereaux and their
young family, then by former Minnesota
Governor William Merriam, who owned
the house for several years although he
and his family only lived here part-time. In
the early 1930s the building had a brief
stint as the British Athletic Club (a social
organization,
then it became a boarding house, used
mostly by single people working for the

name  notwithstanding);

federal government. In the 1940 census, 19
people were listed as living here; in 1950,
that number increased to 24. This function
unfortunately led to some loss of historical
character since the interior was divided
up to create multiple bedrooms. Today,

WKRVH URRPYVY DUH XVHG DV R

storage, our Board Room, and the WHRC
Library.

Research into the long histories of our three
buildings is still ongoing. Thanks to newly
digitized resources, there’s new material
available all the time. And this article can
only give a little taste of the stories and
images that have been uncovered so far!
To learn more about some of the women
who have lived here, including those of the
early Federation days after we purchased
1734 N Street, check out our recent blog
posts The Women of 1734 N Street Part 1
and Part 2.

6KH ZDV VXF

MARGARET ZOLNAY

POSING IN THE BACKYARD
OF HER FAMILY’'S HOME AT
1738 N STREET, JUNE 1925.

(The windows of the Solarium
at the rear of 1734 N Street are
visible behind her.) Margaret
and her sister Elizabeth were
debutantes, and their father
George Zolnay was a well-
known sculptor; they were
often photographed for the
newspapers. National Photo
Company Collection, Library of
Congress

CARLOS DE PENA, THE
URUGUAYAN MINISTER SECOND
FROM LEFT , ATTENDING THE
¥ PAN AMERICAN FINANCIAL
CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON,
DC, MAY 1915.

De Pena and his family lived at 1734 N
Street throughout much of the 1910s;
daughter Malvina’s wedding reception
was held here in November 1912.
Harris & Ewing Photograph Collection,
Library of Congress

LAURA MERRIAM AT RIGHT WITH HER FRIEND DOROTHY WILLIAMS, RIDING
IN A REX SMITH BIPLANE WITH PILOT ANTHONY JANNUS IN POTOMAC PARK,
WASHINGTON, DC, APRIL 1911.

Merriam, who at the time lived with her parents in their home at 1728 N Street, and Williams
had the distinction of being part of aviation history on this test ight: the Washington

Evening Star reported that it was “the rst time two women have ever been up together in an
aeroplane in America.” Harris & Ewing Photograph Collection, Library of Congress
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HONORING OUR
FOUNDER, JANE
CUNNINGHAM CROLY

R

by JOANNA CHURCH, WOMEN'S HISTORY &
RESOURCE CENTER LIBRARIAN

ecently, GFWC International  writing often focused on
President Suellen B. Brazil visited women’s issues, advocating

)
|
)
)
1§
;
{
J
{

the grave site of Federation founder for our full participation in

T ——"Ts

R ——r

PR, Ty ¢ T Ty

-DQH &XQQLQJKDP &URO\ American culture and the
accompanied by New Jersey Federation economy.

o G ISR ARSI

Past Presidents Mary Pat Marcello and .
Despite  her  successful

PR i iy T ¢ ¥ R, T ¥

JENNIE CUNNINGHAM CROLY.

Ann Quinn. Croly’s grave site at Evergreen

) ) FDUHHU LQ
Cemetery in Lakewood, New Jersey, is the

denied the opportunity to

site of a memorial stone placed there by .
attend a New York Press Club event with

GFWC upon the occasion of our centennial

. author Charles Dickens; it was for men
in 1990.

only, she was told. In response Croly invited
other professional women in New York City

O$V , VWRRG LQ TXLHW Ul_l(% O'?I’Wc"!l_ﬁe W%rWen’é%lngWhich she

&XQQLQJIKDP &UROIMV  UHVMWER s, RQ D1"\:/v|é|nty—ohe years later,

KRQRUHG D OLIH WKDW UHYAR G 08y Ys foh abiR<the

WR PLOOLRQV RI ZRPHQ  WIGH, W (R hdRtibn ol cluls™ o

Club Movement in America.” This massive
tome (it’s over 1,100 pages long) chronicles
not only the founding of Sorosis and the
General Federation, but also hundreds of
clubs across the United States and four
RWKHU FRXQWULHYV IURP DV HD
The book cemented Croly’s role as the

SRZHU RI ZRPHQ XQLWHG 4@ s th& Hi5c8s€dL and the future, GG To nd a name, Mrs. Wilbour

FRPSDVVLRQ DQG VHUYLFH, §H RyofédS Sits- Tdvement

and | looked through piles of

OHJDF\ UHPLQGV XV WKDW B3 EPgREME\ Rk Lv JpwK Higligruriasy Ha, rather, we

RQH DQRWKHU "zH FUHDWH J£ed fioh 3 7 sthbdei®F to New

placed piles before us with the

PRVW ODVWLQJ PDUN RQ RXY,GRFKKCIHHGINzLos \HDU WtRNtionooloseachir® them.
DQG WKH ZRUOG P K 6XHOOHQ % 20WRILOw *):& \ypy zrp@ot in the rst one, which

ion. On

"QWHUQDWLRQDO SUHVLGHQW h\yw | «He WKH FRQVWLWXWLRaPPRIED teUieqe baianical

. organization: The General Federation of
Croly, born in England, became one of the ganizal !

PRVW LQtXHOQWLDO $PHULFDYMRXT®BoLvwy RI wkH
late 19™ century. In addition to founding When her name was proposed as a
the General Federation of Women's Clubs  potential President of the new Federation,
LQ WKXV HQVXULQJ W K¢holyXddchidd the Inovdikation. Instead,
woman’s club movement in the United she turned her attention to editing the
States, Croly is known for being one of the  journal The Woman'’s Cycle—the forerunner
“UVW FROXPQLVWYV WR KDY H dftHdJmadaking yd\ @ adimg WddyE—and
in newspapers across the country, and ODWHU WR ZULWLQJ WKH
WKH “UVW ZRPDQ WR WHD F KistbthR of W@ Ierhan® AN nidvement,
college course in the United States. Her  aptly titled “The History of the Woman’s

dictionary, | found the word

‘Sorosis , and liked it for its full,
appropriate signi cation, its

unhackneyed character, and
sweet sound, which seemed
to me full of all gracious
meaning.”

— JANE CUNNINGHAM CROLY,
describin%the search for a name

“UVW FRPSUHKHQVIYH club.

%RWDQLFDOO\ VSHDNLQJ WKH ZR
aggregation; a sweet flavor of many fruits, as in the
pineapple”—which became the club’s symbol.

continued on next page
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founder of the Federation and continues to
provide important historical information to
researchers today.

Over the decades since Jane Cunningham
Croly's death, GFWC members have
honored her in various ways. Many clubs
around the country still bear the name
Sorosis, named after Croly’s “mother club.”
GFWC members have contributed funds
to help preserve and beautify Croly’s grave
site, beginning with a single New Jersey
clubwoman in the 1950s. And today, we
have not one but two awards named for
her: the Croly Award, given to journalists
“who best capture the courage, vision, and
spirit” of our founder in their work; and the

Jennie Award, celebrating “extraordinary

clubwomen who epitomize Croly’s spirit of

independence, courage, and persistence.”

The Jennie Award is the only individual
award the Federation bestows, and it is
GFWC's highest honor. Every two years,
outstanding club members are nominated

by their peers based on their lifetime of

service and their commitments to family,
community, and GFWC. Nominees are
considered at the state and region levels,

ZLWK HDFK UHJLRQ VXEPLWWLQJ WZR

onward to the national contest; an honoree
from each region is announced at the
GFWC Annual
years. Many of our readers will know that

Convention in alternate

e WSTERY

o, Movemet
Woman® @t N

Pt For e foas ot o Lidims
o é;q, Vol S0 B,
E%‘CZ(L %L—,zij B
%t.tz_z___zz‘”a:l, Prrca
Z;.,«,n A e L Seln, cud BAasar~
b Tl 5 .y /271@,41%/_
%% v Ax@?&rﬁ?«“' @27:-4‘ :

/é o

SUELLEN BRAZIL AT CROLY’S GRAVE
SITE, FALL 2025

In 1990, GFWC members—upon the
suggestion of New Jersey clubwomen—
added a more descriptive footstone to Croly’s
grave, which had for decades included no
information on her illustrious career; the
stone was installed at a memorial ceremony
following the 1990 Centennial Convention.
In 2011, GFWC held a rededication of the
site, adding the GFWC emblem below the
footstone, which reads:

Jenny June
Pioneer Newspaper Woman and Founder of
General Federation of Women'’s Clubs

“I have never done anything that was not
helpful to woman so far as it lay in my
power.”

Dedicated GFWC Centennial 1990

“QDOLVWYV

this means that the 16 Regional Finalists will

be featured in the upcoming Spring 2026
issue of Clubwoman, and that the eight
2024-2026 honorees will be recognized

THIS REPRODUCTION OF A
HANDWRITTEN MESSAGE FROM
CROLY APPEARED IN EVERY VOLUME
OF HER 1898 BOOK, “THE HISTORY OF
THE WOMAN'’'S CLUB MOVEMENT IN
AMERICA.”

She wrote, “This book has been a labor of love;
and it is lovingly dedicated to the Twentieth
Century Woman by one who has seen, and
shared in the struggles, hopes and aspirations
of the woman of the nineteenth century.”

at the Annual Convention in Scottsdale,
Arizona. We look forward to learning more
about these exemplary GFWC members!

Croly's decades of professional and
volunteer work helped women reach their
full potential

communities. GFWC is proud to honor

both at home and in their

Croly as our beloved founder.

A SELECTION OF CROLY'S WORK
AS AUTHOR AND EDITOR, FROM
THE GFWC WOMEN’S HISTORY AND
RESOURCE CENTER COLLECTION,
INCLUDING:

“The History of the Woman’s Club Movement

in America”, both 1898 original and modern
reprint; “Thrown Upon Her Own Resources, or,
What Girls Can Do” 1891, “Jennie Juniana: Talks
on Women's” 1864; “Jennie June’s American
Cookery Book” 1878; “Demorest’s lllustrated
Monthly”, March 1873; “The Cycle”, January
1893; “The New Cycle”, May 1893
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GFWC CIVIC CALL TO ACTION

by BELLA TOKUSHIRO, GFWC PROGRAMS AND PUBLIC POLICY SPECIALIST

importance

GFWC members understand the i
of GFWC’'s Programs & Public Policy

work. One of the fundamental ways that the Federation
impact is through its grassroots and
federal legislative efforts outlined in the GFWC Resolutions

makes a collective

to positively impact and shape our communities.

To advance GFWC'’s advocacy efforts, | encourage those who

have not already registered for the /HJLVODWLYH $F Wél]—RV\%

to do so. Central to GFWC'’s mission, our legislative agenda
is bipartisan and community driven. By joining the already
thousands of members on the Legislative Action Center, you
can help increase our legislative impact. Together, we will track
bills, contact local representatives, and take action to support
our communities and better our future. To register for the

Legislative Action Center, check out the Legislative Action page
RQ WKH *):& ZHEVLWH
collective voice heard as one unifying body of all GFWC members.

$GGLWLRQDOO\

\-«

l//\

HEIFER QU ASZOCIATION

INTERNATIONAL

shot@life

for every child o

Y
QQ Eunine .
. . ompanions
OperationgSmile

MARCH
M‘ OF DIMES

unicef &
USA UNITED NATIONS
5)['}()1 NDATION

o
P"

St. Jude Childrens EI[(']

Rueulm Hospi ra
JUSTICE

Finding cures. Saving childsen.

%\ GRLQJ VR RXU

‘o GFWC

GENERAL FEDERATION
= . of WOMEN'S CLUBS

BREAST CANCER
Awareness Month

GFWC aIS(Homed forces with other national organizations. Notably,

rtng'ed WI#] the 1DWLRQDO %UHDVW &DOQFHU |
create a “Breast Cancer Awareness Toolkit” for members to share

in their communities during the month of October to encourage

proactive self-assessments. Additionally, GFWC partnered with the
6RFLHW\ IRU :RPHQMV +HDOWK 5HVHDDWFK DQG
members a “Medicare 101 Guide,” to highlight vital information

that those who are eligible or on Medicare need to know. To keep

up with all the AOs and the pro cts ut on by GFWC, make sure

LPSDFW
you are enrolled in R\e %9 C em e?l%nal to receive program

alerts. Additionally, our toolkits and guides are accessible on the
GEWC Digital Library .

*):& SDUWQHUV ZLWK QLQH $I“OLDWH 2UJDQL]DWLRQV $2

Reminder: Register for GFWC's Member Portal

to receive Program Alerts; and Legislative

Action Center to amplify our collective voice.
7TRIHWKHU ZH FDQ LQtXHQFH WKH S
process to make a positive impact for women,

children, and families.

Legislatively, GFWC issued two Legislative Alerts in support of the

March of Dimes’ PREEMIE Reauthorization Act (H.R. 1197) and the
SUHYHQWLQJ ODWHUQDO 'HDWKH.B.HBOWK R UL]
improve maternal and infant health. Additionally, GFWC is involved

with more than 400 other organizations in support of the Kids
2QO0LQH 6DIHXB\$S FBY ZKLFK UHTXLUHV RQO!

(DFK RQH LV D OHDGHU LQ WKHLU UHYVSHE Wpientént shfdgadtds fdd MiRoML ORIV &Y \bolsigded the
VRFLDO HFRQRPLF DQG FRPPXQLW\ LPSDRWWDROHO RILHQMPYH ¥ E b/#MBCEE) 14t @ Rippdd W L R Q

local knowledge, community-based advocacy, and a centralized
understanding that provides GFWC members with the tools
needed to support their communities locally and globally. With

the help of our AOs, GFWC helps support women’s health, mental
health awareness, prenatal care for healthy moms and babies,
life-altering medical services, global access to vaccinations,

research on various medical issues, and so much more.

of the *XLGHOLQHV IRU 8VHU $JH 9HUL“FDWLRC
'LDORJXH $FW FRIUARD) (S. 3062), which establishes

critical safeguards to protect minors from harms perpetuated

E\ $UWL“FLDO ,QWHOOLJHQFH $, FKDWERW

To learn more about GFWC'’s programs and legislative priorities/
impact, check out GFWC's website.
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Amy S. Peele

Amy S. Peele, GFWC Honorary
Chairman for Health & Wellness and
Libraries, is publishing her latest novel

Last Bite _on February 24, 2026.

The award-winning author of the medical mysteries
&XW ODWFK DQG +ROG /DVW
and is set in her beloved hometown of Chicago.

>,

P, 7

“A mouthwatering home run of a beach read” (author
OLFKHOOH &R]
“YH \HDU ROG $QJLH 6RUWLQR HPEDUNLQJ
journey as she starts a catering company with a twist,

VSHFL“FDOO\ WDUJHWLQJ IXQHUDO SDUORUYV

With the help of her niece Gina and Gina’s best friend,

%LWH LV 3HHOH!

m,n.-ﬂ-\ -

/IDVW %LWH “QGV UHFHQWO\ ZLGRZHG IR%H

Together we
dream bigger

ﬂ'."--‘. -:

i e T L

RQ QH
JOIN GFWC IN SUPPORTING

Canine Companions

GFWC members, clubs, and communities across the

.LP $QJLH EHJLQV WR “QG KHU YRLFH W %ﬁﬁ%@iﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬂﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁ.ﬁﬁo°°° i henoret

brainstorming sessions and spontaneous cooking
experiments, ultimately learning to embrace her worth
and pursue happiness. The three women face the
challenges of the catering business, from securing
clients to perfecting their menu. Their love for the
Chicago Cubs adds a playful twist to their journey;

WKH\ RIWHQ “QG LQVSLUDWLRQ LQ WKH f%ﬁﬂ‘ﬁg@@g’ﬁg@néfQVSKHUH RI

Wrigley Field. Gina’s youthful enthusiasm, meanwhile,
contrasts with Angie’s cautious nature, leading to
hilarious mishaps, unexpected romantic encounters,

and heartfelt moments.

That's the cost to raise, train, and place a highly
skilled service dog—and provide ongoing
support to the service dog team for the

life of the partnership. And yet, Canine
Companions provides these dogs

completely free of charge.

Discover more

it

caaine.org
o
PR GFWC
Canine | . ¢ 1890
est.
Companions’ GENERAL FEDERATION
Together we become > OF WOMEN'S CLUBS

PREORDER TODAY
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PASSING THE TORCH THROUGH
STORY: WHY YOUR VOICE MATTERS

BY LESLIE CAPPS,GFWC HONORARY CHAIRMAN OF PUBLIC RELATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

ong after meetings end and projects are completed, what
remains are the stories. The moments that shaped us. The

women who guided us. The reasons we stayed. GFWC is
woven from thousands of these lived moments, yet so many of
them remain quietly held instead of widely shared.

Inside GFWC, we tell stories to each other. We celebrate successes
at meetings, we applaud service milestones, and we lift up the
women whose commitment inspires us. But outside GFWC, many
of these stories never leave the room. We hear again and again that
GFWC is “the best-kept secret,” not because our mission is small—
but because the stories that show our impact are not reaching the
people who need to hear them.

A story has the power to open a door. When someone learns why
you serve, they understand not only the work of your club but

the heart behind it. A personal story cuts through assumptions. It
humanizes service work. It shows potential members that this is
not simply an organization, it is a community shaped by purpose,

courage, friendship, and a desire to make things better.

Throughout the coming year, we want to share the stories of
GFWC members from across the country—grassroots members,
new members, long-time leaders, and women whose service
quietly changes lives every day. These stories will help us honor
who we are, preserve our history, and inspire both current and
future members. They will also help us show the public the depth,
diversity, and character of the women who make up this Federation.

If you have ever wondered whether your story is “big enough,”
“interesting enough,” or “important enough,” let me reassure you:
it is. Some of the most powerful narratives come from ordinary

We are looking for stories that re ect the
many ways clubwomen live out the GFWC
mission:

A project that transformed your
community (or transformed you).

A challenge your club

together.

overcame

A moment when someone in GFWC
lifted you up, mentored you, or helped
you nd your voice.

A personal experience that led you to
volunteer in a speci c area.

The impact you've seen GFWC make—
large or small.

Your story does not need to be polished. It does not need to follow
D VSHFL*F VWUXFWXUH W MXVW QHHGV WR EI

If you feel called to share, or if you would like to nominate a fellow
member whose story deserves to be told, we invite you to reach
out. We have created a dedicated email address for submissions to
MyStory@GFWC.org. A member of the Communications team will
follow up with simple next steps.

As we move into 2026, let us honor what has always made GFWC
extraordinary: the women who show up, serve boldly, and lead with
heart. By sharing your story, you help preserve our legacy—and you

PRPHQWVKIRXU "UVW SURMHFW  WKH ZRP O, iR e Rt J¥téGtioNof GBIt WhE &8 searching for a

the moment you realized your contribution mattered, or the
experience that taught you something about leadership, service,
or resilience.

place to belong and a purpose to live out.

Your voice matters. Your story matters. And we would be honored
to help tell it.
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KNOW YOUR NUMBERS:
WHY CHECKING YOUR

BLOOD PRESSURE
MATTERS

by JUDE MABONE, GFWC HONORARY CHAIRMAN OF
HEALTH AND WELLNESS

appy Heart Month! As the nation turns its attention
toward the number one killer of women and Americans
nationwide, it's important that we remind ourselves that

ZH KDYH D UROH WR SOD\ LQ “JKWLQJ KHEC

century, the General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC) has
championed community well-being, education, and advocacy.
One simple, yet effective and powerful way that members can
continue this legacy is by prioritizing a cornerstone of personal
health—regular blood pressure checks.

Blood pressure is often called the “silent indicator” because high
blood pressure usually has no obvious symptoms. Many people
feel nothing out of the ordinary while damage quietly occurs to
the heart, brain, kidneys, and blood vessels. Left unchecked, high
blood pressure increases the risk of heart disease, stroke, vision
loss, and kidney failure. The good news is that early detection
through regular monitoring can prevent or delay many of these
outcomes.

Women face unique considerations when it comes to blood
pressure. Life stages such as pregnancy, menopause, and aging

FDQ LQtXHQFH EORRG SUHVVXUH OHYHOV

responsibilities—roles that many GFWC members know well.
Additionally, heart disease often manifests in women differently

than it does in men, which underscores how important awareness
and prevention really is. Routine blood pressure checks are a
simple tool that empower women to recognize changes early and

seek care.

Regular blood pressure monitoring is about more than just

numbers. It is about knowledge and control. When you know

your blood pressure, you can make informed decisions about

lifestyle choices, such as nutrition, movement, sleep, and stress
management. Small, consistent steps like reducing sodium and

caffeine intake, staying active, and managing stress can make a
VLIQL“FDQW GLIIHUHQFH
routine blood pressure checks help ensure that care plans are
working effectively.

GFWC club members are uniquely positioned to lead the charge

of knowing your numbers. As pillars of your communities, you
can begin normalizing blood pressure checks by encouraging
conversation, and inspiring preemptive health habits. One
conversation can create a massive ripple effect and go a long way

iPd¥stlgMddzingtht! fdefings th fahy B drbuhlt (Rt related

issues.

Checking blood pressure is easy, affordable, and accessible.
5HDGLQJV FDQ EH WDNHQ DW PHGLFDO
at home with over-the-counter devices. It doesn’t matter where
you do it, what matters most is consistency and follow-up should
you require it. Tracking your numbers and sharing them with a
healthcare provider during appointments goes a long way in

turning a simple measurement into a meaningful health tool.

As leaders and advocates, GFWC members understand the
power of collective action. By making blood pressure awareness a
personal priority, club members protect themselves, inspire others,

JRU WKRVH ZKR duktiTmotel prewrertiGLeatodfor GaV Ednmth@ied. LtR Qever too

late or too early to start knowing your numbers. A few minutes
spent checking blood pressure today can protect your heart for
years to come and that is an investment well worth making.
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HOW REVISITING GFWC’'S HISTORY CAN
INSPIRE YOUR MEMBERS TODAY

BY KARYN CHARVAT, GFWC MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

he General Federation of Women'’s

Clubs stands as a testament to the

collective power of women united
LQ VHUYLFH 6LQFH LWV
in an era when women'’s voices were often
excluded from civic life, our founding
sisters developed ways to provide women
with a platform to lead, learn, and improve
their communities.

True trailblazers, they championed causes
such as women’s education, conservation,
food safety, and public health long before

these issues gained national attention.
Their projects built the foundation for

many of the community services now
taken for granted, such as public libraries.
Additionally, GFWC taught, and continues
to teach, women how to conduct meetings,

manage projects, raise funds, and how to
advocate effectively.

But our history is more than just a timeline
of accomplishments; it is a living legacy
that can inspire today’s members when
integrated into a membership orientation.
And by incorporating our powerful history
into an engaging workshop, you will
transform it from an informational session
into an inspirational experience! Let's look
at the ways you can structure such an event
for your club, District, Region, or State.

Start by highlighting key moments in
GFWC history, beginning with the story of
-DQH &XQQLQJKDP &URO\
how her actions over the following 22 years
inspired thousands to form their own clubs,
contribute to their local communities, and
resulted in the formation of our beloved
Federation.

Next, in a roundtable format, ask members

WR UHtHFW RQ KRZ RXU YDOXHV RI

leadership,  collaboration, and
advocacy are still relevant today.

For example, conservation efforts

| R XrQnG th& darlly Q900s cdn QeSlinked

to today’s environmental initiatives,
while early education advocacy
connects naturally to literacy and
youth programs now supported by
today'’s clubs.

It is also important to emphasize
continuity. Our members need to
hear that GFWC has thrived for years
because it adapts while remaining
true to its mission. Each generation
has shaped the organization based
on the needs of its time. This
message empowers members to see
themselves not just as participants,

but as leaders whose ideas matter.

If a membership orientation can
connect past
present opportunities,
will gain a new sense of ownership.

achievements to
members

They will begin to understand they
are not simply part of a club but that
they are part of a legacy of service
and leadership. One with lasting
community impact.

And when history is presented as
a call to action rather than a history
lesson, it can instill pride, purpose,
and a sense of belonging. So let's use

L Qur past tq ipSpeflit@e generations

of amazing GFWC members!

Looking to connect your club’s
history to GFWC? Contact Joanna
Church, GFWC Librarian, at jchurch@
gfwc.org for more about the history
of GFWC'’s accomplishments.
VHUYLFH

THE KEARNY MESA WOMAN'S CLUB AND
KEARNY MESA JUNIOR WOMAN'S CLUB

CIP AWARD WINNER 1958 1960 SAN DIEGO, CA
Painting inside a self-sustaining youth center, called
the Teen Canteen, planned and operated by the
community’s youth.

o

GFWC LILBURN WOMAN'S CLUB GA

(2025) Members of the GFWC Lilburn Woman’s
Club partnered with Gwinnett/Walton Habitat for
Humanity to construct a home for local residents.
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REMEMBER TO SUBMIT YOUR
LEGISLATIVE LADDER BY MARCH 15

BY MARY PAT MARCELLO, GFWC LEGISLATION/PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

he GFWC Legislation/Public Policy Committee created 2026. The deadline to submit your club’s information is March
the “Club Connection Initiative: Legislative Ladder” &HUWL“FDWHYV ZLOO EH DZDUGHG WR FOXE!
to encourage members to become civically active. points totaling 35 points or more. Individual club recognition will
GFWC clubs are challenged annually to “step up” to EDUCATE, take place during the 2026 GFWC Annual Convention, June 26-29,
ENGAGE, EMPOWER through the concrete steps of the Legislative  in Scottsdale, Arizona.
Ladder, found in the Member Portal Digital Library. Please note
that the steps do not need to be completed sequentially. They 7KH IROORZLQJ RXWOLQHVY WKH VWHSV LQYRC
can be reported once each reporting year even if engaged in /IDGGHUP DQG WKH FRUUHVSRQGLQJ SRLQW V\
PXOWLSOH WLPHV GXULQJ WKH FOXE \HDUypAKN $BEQRWLKBO B \LGHRMEISHS RI FOXEV LQ

for each step is the total that may be accumulated annually. FRXQWU\ DFWLYLWLHY DUH SURYLGHG
It's not too late to evaluate your club’s activities during 2025-

LEGISLATIV
LADD R

1. Increase club enrollment by 10% annually in the Legislative Action Center . (25 points)

*  Elsinore Woman'’s Club (GFWC CA) — This club hosted an event entitled “Legislation Action Now” to increase
membership participation and encourage registration to the Legislative Action Center, using their cell
phones to assist in registration.

2. Request a proclamation from a “decision-maker” (i.e., town council, mayor, state or U.S.
Congressman, governor) recognizing, for example, a “week” promoted in one of the CSPs, a
club anniversary, etc. (5 points)

e GFWC Laguna Niguel Woman'’s Club (CA) J 7KH FOXE UHTXHVWHG D SURFODPDWLRQ IURP WKl
GFWC International Day of Service.

e GFWC Progress Club of Las Cruces (NM) — The club requested a proclamation from the Governor
recognizing the 25 ™ anniversary of VAWA.

3. Conduct a program on GFWC's Resolutions and how and why they are created and adopted.
(5 points)

*  GFWC of Holden Beach (NC) — The club presented an explanation of Resolutions, i.e., format for writing, how
they are proposed, the purpose of resolutions, etc., prior to proposing two Resolutions for adoption by club
members.

4. Invite a local decision-maker to discuss issues relevant to your community. (10 points)

. GFWC Sylvester Woman'’s Club (GA) J 7KH FOXE LQYLWHG WKH &LW\ &RGH (QIRUFHPHQW 2I1“F
homelessness.

e GFWC Laguna Niguel Woman'’s Club (CA) — The club invited a Councilwoman to learn more about a
proposed lithium battery storage facility.

e GFWC Greater Taunton Woman'’s Club (MA) — The club hosted a State Representative to speak about the
process used to write, introduce, and enact bills into law in the state legislature.

continued on next page
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5. Identify a GFWC Resolution and develop a club project to support the Resolution . (15 points)

e GFWC Stone Mountain Woman'’s Club (GA) — Adopting GFWC Resolution 140-170 “Fire Safety,” joined by
WKH 6WRQH ORXQWDLQ )LUH '"HSDUWPHQW PHPEHUV WDXJKW EDVLF “UH VDIHW
books.

e GFWC Morrow Civic Club (GA) — Embracing the language in GFWC Resolution 140-230 “Hunger and Food
Insecurity”, throughout 2024, members donated monthly to the Lillian’s Food Pantry at a local church.

6. Take action on a current GFWC/State Resolution (i.e., write an email, send a “letter to the
editor,” speak at a local government meeting, or create a community coalition) . (10 points)

e GFWC Women'’s Civic League of Cheyenne (WY) — Based on GFWC Resolution 160-030 “Conservation of
Natural Resources,” members wrote letters to state legislators urging preservation of Wyoming'’s High Plains
Arboretum.

7. Draft a Resolution to submit to your State for consideration . (15 points)
¢  GFWC Leading Ladies (WY) — The club drafted a proposed resolution dealing with social media in schools.
8. Visit a State legislator/staff to advocate on an issue of your choice . (15 points)

e GFWC Laramie Woman'’s Club (WY) — Members visited their State Representative to understand what support
is needed for preservation of the High Plains Arboretum and which critical legislators to also visit.

DOWNLOAD THE LEGISLATIVE LADDER

St.Jude Children’s
Research Hospital

Finding cures. Saving children.
ALSAC - DANNY THOMAS, FOUNDER
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HISTORY CONNECTS US

by VICKY ANN TRIMMER, GFWC CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & OUTREACH CHAIRMAN

s we move forward in this new year,

we must stay connected to our

roots and initiatives that engage
members and the community in the past.
The diversity of projects in the Civic
Engagement and Outreach Community
Service Program represents the diversity
of our members and the needs of our
communities.
The Preparation Saves Lives initiative
has led to numerous clubs hosting CPR
training, and the Emergency Notebook has
already proven helpful to our members.
Dr. Peter and Dr.
revolutionized resuscitation practices by

Safar James Elam

combining  mouth-to-mouth  breathing
with chest compressions in 1960. Sixty-six
years later, we continue to use it to save
lives. Members at grocery stores, churches,
and public buildings still distribute the
Emergency Notebook guide. One member
reached out to let us know that as she was

working on her notebook, her family had

veterans’ organizations led the way. But our
members are creative in helping in ways
we could not imagine. One state provided

packets of greeting cards and stamps to a
veterans’ retirement home. Another club
provided signed greeting cards to veterans

on birthdays and holidays and any day they
needed a pick-me-up. Some included gift

cards for Amazon, Walmart, and local stores.
The simple act of accompanying a veteran
on an Honor Flight trip to Washington, DC.

joins our past to our future.

Hunger never goes away. The need for
donations and food collection events
warms the hearts of our members. GFWC
members make backpacks of food for
children to take home on weekends, so
no child is hungry when school is out. An
empty trailer in a parade with a “Please
Donate Canned Goods” was a full trailer
at the end of the route. Working with local
grocery stores, members turned the Buy
One Get One (BOGO) sales campaign into
a Buy One Give One food pantry collection

WR HYDFXDWH GXH WR tRRGIGF%ngu%igl.H QRWHERRN

saved her time and worry as she knew she
was prepared. The natural disasters our
communities face are increasing, making
this information invaluable to our future.

The needs of our veterans are unending.
People serve and protect us daily. Their
unmet needs are aided by the actions of
our members. Fundraisers for donations to

Citizenship matters now more than ever.
Every election impacts our communities.
National elections get all the attention, but
our members continue to engage at every
level of government. Members passed out
voter registration forms and directions.
Many clubs hosted Candidate Nights which
give the community the time to meet local

candidates on a more personal level.

Our members embraced the Women'’s
Suffrage National Monument Foundation
(WSNMF) by raising funds to donate to
the creation and building of the only
monument dedicated to women on the
National Mall in Washington, D.C. The
VLIQL“FDQFH RI WKH ORFDWLRC
and Constitution Avenue is incredible. We
remember that it was the 19th Amendment
to the Constitution which gave women the
right to vote and participate in elections.
Having been given the right to vote, we
must encourage all women to take part in
the process and make their voices heard.

Every community has a population of

unhoused citizens. Members
clothing, coats, pillows, and blankets to

help them stay warm. One club worked

provide

with a group which was building tiny
houses for their unhoused veterans. They
assisted by furnishing each tiny house with
linens, utensils, cleaning supplies, curtains,
and decorations. These items immediately
helped the newly housed feel welcome
and loved.

As we conclude this Administration in June,
the needs of our communities will continue.
$v ZH KDYH GRQH VLQFH
members will remain civically engaged
while reaching out to their community.
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7KH :RPHQMV 6XIIUDJH 1DWLRQDO ORQXPHQW )RXQGDWLRQ :610) KHOG LWV “UVW

Holiday Reception at our historic GFWC Headquarters, where WSNMF leaders,

friends, partners, and supporters gathered to celebrate a year of progress,

partnership, and purpose. During the General Federation of Women’s Clubs

(GFWC) December Executive Committee Meeting, GFWC joined the Women’s

Suffrage National Monument Foundation for a historic moment celebrating the

RI“FLDO VLWH VHOHFWLRQ RI WKH :RPHQMV 6XIIUDJH ORQXPHQW RQ WKH 1DWLRQDO 0DOC
Washington, DC.

To mark the occasion, WSNMF President and CEO Anna Laymon honored
GFWC International President Suellen B. Brazil for her leadership of GFWC's vital,
sustained support in advancing the vision behind the monument. In a heartfelt
tribute, Laymon presented President Brazil with a bust of iconic suffragist Inez
Milholland.

Milholland famously led the 1913 Woman Suffrage
Procession as the elegant “herald on the white horse,”
becoming a lasting symbol of the women’s suffrage
movement. Under President Brazil's leadership and
in recognition of the organization’s early belief in the
monument, the steadfast dedication of GFWC members
has proven transformative, playing a pivotal role in the
project’s success.

5HtHFWLQJ RQ WKH SDUWQHUVKLS /D\PRQ SUDLVHG WKH
collaboration and leadership that made the milestone

possible. “Suellen’s leadership has been absolutely

transformational, and the support of the vast GFWC

membership extraordinary,” said Laymon. “It has been a

pleasure working with Suellen and members of the GFWC

Executive Committee to achieve this celebrated milestone together, making a

historic week truly unforgettable.”

GFWC'’s commitment has been a cornerstone of WSNMF's success. In 2024, the
collaboration was introduced by 2022-2024 GFWC International Past President
Debra Strahanoski. Later that year, under the leadership of International President
Suellen B. Brazil, GFWC was formally recognized as a Distinguished National
Partner—an enduring alliance that will continue through coming administrations,
ensuring sustained support and shared purpose for years to come.
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Q :RUOG :DU ,, ZRPHQ YHWHUDQV &av suppgert WBrikR tetéradX wéliness through comfort items and

&RQJIJUHVVZRPDQb ODU\ 5RVH 2DNDUb D 3&bti&l SragkhmE ikalre@iBeZddlatiod. OMembers may assist active-

TXHVWLRQ O:KDW DERXW XV"P ,QVSLUHdbtyEserW& iMéntbetd Wit} Balre pddi&ige)dd@partnerships with
Memorial, they sought long-overdue recognition for their service. WKHb862 b

7KHLU GHWHUPLQDWLRQ OHG WR WKH GHG Rk RR By Welddd RBhbRar: Rodtn0Yf Rifstering
6HUYLFH )RU $PHULFD OHPRULDObRQ ZFWR\Ethgn veterans |nDtMéV¥rJE|h?/g 'éo%trigu\ting $330 through the

RYHU YHWHUDQV IDPLO\ DQG IULH Qﬁh{are/lgbgt%c\é& cﬁ') Wo?u%gn9®QReWs%l%s of deceased

National Cemetery, it remains the nation’s only major memorial veterans through the Adopt A

honoring over three million women who have served in the U.S. Woman Veteran program.

military.
Through these efforts, GFWC
7KHb OLOLWDU\ :RPHQMV OHPRULDODb IHDW%M&SD honor V%éB%H IRRW

education center, exhibit gallery, bookstore, and Hall of Honor. in  their communities while
At its core is the Register, an electronic archive containing over
334,300 names, photographs, and stories. Spanning from the
American Revolution to today, it highlights women'’s vital roles woman who served is seen,

DFURVV JHQHUDWLRQV )RU YLVLWRUYV “anhgd,]al%r%\%Wdfg]at{én.IULHQG RU HYHQ
themselves in the Register is both humbling and empowering—a

meaningful claim to history.

strengthening the Memorial’s
national mission—ensuring every

7TKHb*HQHUDO )HGHUDWLRQ RI :RPHQMV &CXEVbKDV SURXGO\ VXSSRUW 4G
WKH OHPRULDO IRU GHFDGHV 7KURXJK HI UO\ “QDQFLDO FRQWULEXW .RQV

and continued engagement, GFWC demonstrates its steadfast HONORING
commitment to honoring veterans, especially women veterans, WOMEN'S
while inspiring members to celebrate those who have defended MILITARY
SERVICE
our country.
ABOVE: GFWC
GFWC's mission is grounded in service, civic responsibility, and g‘teff‘dat'f’t”a'
resiaen

FRPSDVVLRQ (FKRLQJ 3UHVLGHQWDbDS$SEUDKI P /LQFROQMVY FKDUJH OWR | ) W/dien Brazil
adds Col. Carol
Habgood, GFWC
orphan,” members transform gratitude into action. As The United Parliamentarian
and retired Air
Force veteran to

for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow, and his

States approaches its 250th anniversary, this milestone invites

renewed dedication to honoring veterans. the Museum’s wall
of recognition.
Local initiatives make a meaningful impact. Clubs can preserve LEFT: Exhibits

YHWHUDQVM FHPHWHULHV E\ FOHDQLQJ tHDGVWRQHV SODFLQJ tDJ\ Roep_seddon_military
service aurin
wreaths, and partnering with schools for educational projects. They World War ||_g
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COMING SOON TO
SCOTTSDALE!

by KIM SEKULOW, GFWC CONVENTION AND MEETINGS CHAIRMAN

The Grand Canyon State is calling you to sunny Arizona for the 2026
GFWC Annual Convention, June 26-29, in Scottsdale! Known as “The
West’s Most Western Town,” a slogan adopted in 1951, Scottsdale proudly
UHtHFWV D ULFK KHULWDJH RI UDQFKLQJ FRZ

CONVENTION LOCATION & DATES

Guests will stay at the beautiful tHVW L Q .L. HU O D Q G. Brie kesott dffers breadihtaking
views of manicured golf courses, desert landscapes, and unforgettable sunsets. The
property itself is a destination—featuring luxury pools, a full-service spa, and plenty of
spaces to relax and recharge.

Scottsdale is brimming with cultural attractions, delicious local cuisine, and outstanding

shopping. The resort is conveniently located just 20 miles from Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport, a 30-minute drive. Taxi and rideshare services are readily available,
and valet parking is available for guests driving.

IMPORTANT DATES

MARCH 16
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION ENDS

APRIL 1
PROGRAM AD SALES END

0%$<
REGISTRATION CLOSES
NHU
-81( Q
LEADS
STATE NIGHT

-81(
OPENING SESSION
JUNIOR AWARDS LUNCHEON
REGION BANQUETS

-81(
CSP AWARDS LUNCHEON
GALA BANQUET
JENNIE AWARDS

-81(
CIP AWARDS LUNCHEON
INSTALLATION

-81(
%2$5"' 2)
DIRECTORS MEETING
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REGISTRATION OPEN

Register now for the 2026 GFWC Annual Convention. Early Bird registration
ends March 16, and all registration closes on May 15. To complete your
online registration, click here.

,Q DGGLWLRQ FKHF CaRtX @6nWhtibn Ralvafable @a GFWC's

online registration  site or the GFWC Member Portal. Be sure to select

ODOORZ QRWL*“FDWLRQVP GXULQJ UHJLVWUDWLRQ WR UHFHLYH LPSRUWI
text messages.

REGISTRATION QUESTIONNAIRE

Included as part of the registration process, please answer all questions and review your
information before submitting. This ensures GFWC has your most current contact details,
RI“FLDO EDGJH QDPH VWDWH IHGHUDWLRQ DQG HPHUJH

GRAND CANYON STATE MEAL PASS 6,==/,1* 6287+:(67
$385 (6 meals) Sizzle at Classic Cooking Academy
DQG PDVWHU EROG 6RX
with hands-on techniques. Enjoy a
VALLEY OF THE SUN MEAL PASS three-course feast served by staff and
$455 (7 meals, includes Installation Banquet) Shiﬂ‘;’lﬂf;jjﬁ:;f’eaﬁﬁe”ﬁfgf°r

Packages do not include registration fees

HOTEL RESERVATIONS 81'(5b 7+( 2'<6(9%
_ Dive into an unforgettable oceanic
Please book your room using the GFWC adventure at OdySea Aquarium,

room block , which will close at midnight
RQ -XQH 1RWH WKDW WKH URRP EORFN “O0V

home to the world’s only rotating

aquarium experience. Then explore
quickly. As a courtesy to fellow members, local history at Scottsdale Historical
avoid holding multiple reservations under

Museum and enjoy shopping and
one name. lunch at Scottsdale Quarter—all in one
.l \RX “QG WKDW \RX QHHG WR FDQFHO \RXU splash-worthy 4-hour tour.
UHVHUYDWLRQ SOHDVH FRQWDFW *):& “UVW
There are other members that will be eager

to assume your reservation should the

block sell out.

Make your plans now to join us in beautiful

Scottsdale, Arizona, where our International
President, Suellen Brazil, will lead us as we
celebrate, learn, and share our theme:
“Climbing Together, Shaping Tomorrow.”

We may be in the desert—Dbut rest assured,
the air conditioning works beautifully. Pack
accordingly, and we look forward to seeing
you there!
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2026 2028

GFWC OFFICERS AND

CANDIDATES

Meet 2026-2028 GFWC International President Wendy
Carriker, Director of Junior Clubs Trina Behbahani, and

candidates.

GFWC Elections will take place in person on
Sunday, June 28 from 8:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

*): &

WENDY CARRIKER

,17(51%$7,21%/ 35(6,"

has been active in volunteer and leadership
roles in her community, North Carolina, and the
Southeastern Region.

$ GHGLFDWHG FOXEZRPDQ VLQG&fHunior Clulid @getial Project, with a goal of

providing 500,000 meals for food-insecure
children, was exceeded, resulting in more than
17 million meals through projects supporting No

6KH KDV VHUYHG *):& DV 7UHDVX|6'(?-|'_l|JJngrya3d FeedlngAmerlca Elected to the

6HFUHWDU\ J
(2020-2022), First Vice President (2022—2024), and
President-elect (2024—present). Wendy has utilized
her leadership and organizational experiences
in all that she accomplishes including being a
member of the Strategic Planning Committee.

Wendy served GFWC North Carolina as Director
of Junior Clubs (2000-2002) and State President
(2012-2014), and has been a GFWC North
Carolina Honorary Member since 2000. During

her administration as state president, a new
membership video was distributed to clubs

across North Carolina. The President and Director

2026 2028 GFWC CANDIDATES

6HFRQG 9L’\4‘y

Board of Education in
Wen'ay served as Vice Chair (1996-2004)
DQG &KDLUPDQ J $FWLYH L
School Boards Association, she consistently
advocated for students and chose not to run for
UH HOHFWLRQ LQ FRQFOXGLQJ

6LQFH ‘HQG\ KDV RZQHG :HQG
Creations, producing handmade crafts, quilts,
DQG PDFKLQH HPEURLGHU\ DQG VLQ

operated Megan’s Mutt Munchies, making healthy
dog treats. She has volunteered as a Girl Scout
Leader and weekly staff at Victory Junction Camp.
Married since 1977 to her husband Chip, they
have two daughters and two grandsons.



*): &

5(&725 2) -81,25 &/8%6

TRINA BEHBAHANI

Trina Behbahani is honored to serve as GFWC
Director of Junior Clubs. As Director, she represents
all Juniors on the GFWC Executive Committee,
leads and supports State and DC Federation
Directors of Junior Clubs and all Junior club
members, and is a member of the GFWC Strategic
Planning Committee.

She has served on the GFWC Board of Directors
VLQFH ,Q WKH SUHYLRXV
served as GFWC Director-elect of Junior Clubs. She
was the 2020-2022 GFWC Juniorette Chairman
and a member of the GFWC Membership
Committee and served on the 2022-2024 GFWC
Bylaws Committee.

Trina has been a member of the GFWC Junior
Woman'’s Club of Loudoun since 2007 and loves
serving with like-minded women to support

communities and individuals in a variety of ways.
She is also a member of the GFWC Girls on Fire
and GFWC Virtual Volunteers, cyber clubs based in
GFWC Florida and GFWC Tennessee, respectively.

&$1','$7( )25 35(6,'(17 (/(&7

Trina is a 2014 GFWC LEADS graduate and a
former GFWC Virginia LEADS coordinator. Trina
served on the GFWC Virginia Executive and Junior
Executive Boards for eight years, serving as GFWC
Virginia 2nd Vice, Membership Chair and 3rd Vice
President, Director of Junior Clubs.

Trinagrew up in Barboursville, Virginia, and attended
James Madison University in Harrisonburg,
D G/rdiral Shé/ ha® WeenRe@ployeH bly the American
College of Radiology for over 20 years and is Vice
President of Governance and Member Services
IRU WKH DVVRFLDWLRQ 6KH LV D &t
Executive and a member of the American Society
of Association Executives since 2003. Trina is a
civil celebrant for the Commonwealth of Virginia,
ordained by the Universal Life Church and honored
to have joined over 15 couples in marriage. Trina
and her husband Mark reside in Northern Virginia
and are often found together on the golf course.
Trina loves to travel, read and say “YES!” to new
adventures and experiences as often as possible.

JOLIE FRANKFURTH

as an inaugural member of the GFWC New Tampa
Junior Woman’s Club in 1997. Installed in 2010
as Florida Director of Junior Clubs, she started
her leadership training on the Florida Executive
Committee. Jolie spent years as an advisor to
the GFWC New Tampa Juniorettes, which brings
insight into how best to meet the needs of future
JHQHUDWLRQV RI OHDGHUV b

+HU MRXUQH\ DV D *):& 2I"FHU EHJBQ

GFWC Director of Junior Clubs. Jolie hosted a

YROXQWHHU VHUYLFH WULS WR

Club in Aruba. Sixty-seven members were honored
to serve alongside international clubwomen in their
efforts to volunteer globally and participate in two

VHUYLFH RSSRUWXQLWLHV WKDW

As GFWC Secretary, Jolie drew on her experience
as an educator and her skills in program planning,
communication, technology, and branding
to keep clubwomen connected during the
Pandemic. She spearheaded the training of online

2026 2028 GFWC CANDIDATES

-ROLH )UDQNIXUWKMYV *):&b3DWK Zériinkr BaxXililedors) dloirt) GFRWC to continue

communications nationwide

meetings.

As GFWC Second Vice President, she strengthened
the use of Honorary Chairmen to elevate our Special
Programs and Community Service Programs. In
this role, she encouraged State/DC Presidents to
visualize strength in combined efforts with partners.

through remote

As GFWC First Vice President, Jolie serves as the
rln%ager foPt\Ke GFWC Learning Gateway
eries and th FWC Leamnin A%c demy. %?e
RSB en g fON0 Sehs R
value of maintaining cohesive objectives through
strategic planning while preserving individual
i i lishi Is,
VIEERY W C S RFBEFkpuLwLHY b
Her leadership style fosters change, builds loyalty,
and encourages others to participate in decision-

making. GFWC Florida is proud to endorse Jolie
JUDQNIXUWK DV *):& BUHVLGHQ



&$1','$7( )25 ),567 9,&( 35(6,'(17

MARY BETH WILLIAMS

GFWC Colorado presents Mary Beth Williams as
a candidate for GFWC First Vice President. With
19 years of membership, Mary Beth has held
leadership roles including GFWC Second Vice
President, Secretary, and Treasurer. As International
2XWUHDFK &KDLUPDQ J

to Zambia with UNICEF and participated in UN

Foundation Shot@Life Summits. She served on
WKH /HDGHUVKLS &RPPLWWHH

LEADS Graduate, and was Charter President of
Babs’ Inspirations (2016).

She was Western States Region Fundraising
Chairman (2016-2020) and co-chaired the 2021
Region Conference. During her tenure as GFWC
Colorado President (2014-2016), a state LEADS
program launched, membership increased,

reinstated ESO, and $10,000 was contributed to

GFWC'’s Capital Campaign.

Beyond GFWC, Mary Beth was a nine-year board
PHPEHU LQFOXGLQJ “YH

&$1',"$7( )25 6(&21"

Committee Chair and was Board Chair for two
years during the pandemic, of a historic child-care
center. She was the founding President of Friends
of the Colorado Springs Senior Center and
facilitated its 501(c)(3) status. Additional service
\nklirdles\Rredi¥ it @ Fiénds of the Bijou Theatre,
co-chairing an environmental symposium,
participating in United Way committees, and
VIHUYLQY DV 37% 3UHVLGHQW
organizing a new school’'s PTA.

“YH V

Mary Beth holds a Master's in Agricultural
Economics, worked for the U.S. Foreign
Agricultural Service, Colorado School District 11,

DQG HDUQHG KHU &HUWL*HG 9ROXQV
She and her husband, Larry, have two children and

three grandchildren.

Recognizing her collaborative spirit, creativity,
and demonstrated leadership abilities, GFWC
Colorado is pleased to endorse Mary Beth Williams

\HD UV fooihé padriyn-bUGEFIVQ Fitdt Vice President.

9,&( 35(6,' (17

DR. SUSAN GETTYS

GFWC Missouri presents Dr. Susan Gettys as
candidate for GFWC Second Vice President.
Her leadership skills, enthusiasm, and passion for
helping others make her an excellent candidate
for this position.

Susan currently serves as GFWC Secretary. She
has served on the GFWC Board of Directors

VLQFH DV
2020), Leadership Committee Member (2020-
2022), and Chairman (2022-2024). She led the
Leadership Committee in creating a new section
of the Leadership Toolkit to include ready-made

presentations for LEADS programs at the state
level.

As a GFWC Missouri clubwoman since 2009,
Susan has served as chairman in several program
areas and held various positions at the club,
district, and state levels. Susan also mentors new
leaders throughout her state.

She has undergraduate and graduate degrees
in education from Missouri State University and
2026 2028 GFWC CANDIDATES

a doctorate in Educational Leadership and Policy
Analysis from the University of Missouri. Susan’s
34-year career in education included 17 years
in the classroom and 17 years in administration,
culminating in serving as Assistant Superintendent
of Instructional Services. During her career, she
delivered many professional development topics

*y:& OLVVRXUL 3U Hrmﬁi@q_{rar\wl\mstructional strategies to technology

in the classroom. She was a per-course instructor
at two universities, focusing on developing
prospective school administrators.

Susan has been a devoted volunteer since

college. Special Olympics, Rotary, United Way,
&DPHUD &OXE DQG &KXUFK KDYH E
her leadership. She is a strong supporter of Canine
Companions and has raised four puppies, three of

which were placed as service dogs. Her hobbies

include photography, travel, reading, and knitting.

GFWC Missouri proudly endorses Dr. Susan Gettys
IRU WKH RI“FH RI *):& 6HFRQG 9LFH =



CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY

JULIET CASPER

As GFWC Treasurer, Juliet Casper has reviewed
“QDQFLDO VWDWHPHQWYV
budgets, and assisted the Annual Giving
committee. As a candidate for GFWC Secretary,
she will utilize her writing skills to capture the
important work of the federation.

Born and raised in Louisville, Kentucky, Juliet
received her Bachelor of Arts from St. Mary’s
College, Notre Dame, Indiana, double majoring

in Literature and Government. She earned both
her Juris Doctorate and her Master of Library
Science from Indiana University. She worked as
a legal research instructor and law librarian at
Northwestern University and Indiana University.

Moving to the Carolinas in 2000 to be closer to
her parents, Juliet built a law practice focusing
on real estate transactions, estate planning, and
probate. A popular speaker, she is often seen on

CANDIDATE FOR TREASURER

Legal Access, a local television program. Juliet is

S U H SaDldhttihe mériseR dd We/BodbdJde Sea Haven,

a crisis center for youth. In 2019 Governor
McMasters appointed Juliet to the Foster Care
Review Board, where she has served two terms.

Juliet joined GFWC North Myrtle Woman'’s Club

in 2002, and served as president 2007-2010. She

ZDV HOHFWHG WR WKH IROORZLQJ V
President, Secretary, Second Vice President, First

9LFH 3UHVLGHQW DQG 3UHVLGHQW
VHUYHG DV WKH “UVW SUHVLGHQW R
a national club, and is a founding member of

GFWC Girls on Fire, a Florida virtual club.

Juliet is married to Chris Mezenski and has an
adult son, Tristan. In addition to advocating for
women and children, and raising money for St.
Jude, she reads for ESO and watches college and
professional sports with her family.

JENNIFER NOWAK

Jen’s passion for community involvement

ZDV GH*QHG DV D \RXQJ SDUHQW UWRWRIVWR CGEPH. O G

a stronger community for her children. Jen is
respected as a visionary leader whose attention
to detail surpasses all expectations. Her

She has been a member of the GFWC Board of
-HQ HDUQHG
Platinum Award for Excellence both years as State
Director. During the 2020-2022 administration,

her enthusiasm, ingenuity, and creativity

tH[LELOLW\ DQG SUREOHP VROY Ls@upoNed the effurtsZdf théiGFWE MemB&<Dip

as Chairman and Board Member of Wilbraham
Peach Festival for over 25 years. Following the
2010 earthquake, Jen dedicated four years to
the CRUDEM Foundation, managing donation
tracking to support its work at a hospital in Haiti.

GFWC Wilbraham Junior Women's Club
welcomed Jen in 1994. In 2007, her GFWC
Massachusetts journey began, serving as Junior
Arts Chairman through 2020 Massachusetts
Director of Junior Clubs. Jen was honored to
receive the 2024 NER GFWC Jennie June Award.
Her dependability continued, culminating in her
term as the 2024-2026 GFWC Massachusetts
President.

2026 2028 GFWC CANDIDATES

Committee. While serving as the GFWC
Communications and PR Committee Chairman
in 2022-2024, Jen’s leadership supported the
creation of a CPR toolkit, contributed to revising
the GFWC Style Guide to align with the updated
GFWC brand standards, and contributed to the
standardized GFWC emblems for states and
regions. Working with other GFWC Chairmen,
the GFWC Friendsgiving National Event was
created.

Supported by her family, Jen follows her passion
for volunteerism and community service.

Her dedication, experience, and vision align with
the mission and goals of our organization.



CANDIDATE FOR TREASURER

CHERIE WILLIAMS DEWITT

Born in Chicago, lllinois, Cherie received a
degree in marketing and merchandising at
Brooks College in Long Beach, California. With
extensive experience in retail and cosmetics, she
worked in the management training program for

Carty Hawley Hale Stores.

She has worked as bookkeeper for several
companies, as Controller of the Ramada Hotel,

Upon moving to Las Vegas, she joined the
Mesquite Club in 2011. Cherie served as
Membership  Chair, President Elect, Club
President, Building Chair and editor of the
Mesquiter Newsletter, and is still the editor today.
6KH DWWHQGHG KHU “UVW *):& &l
2016. She has served as Nevada State President

for 2020-2022, during the pandemic; 2022-

LQ %HYHUO\ +LOOV DQG KHU Kx3PEDEMHEMY20241202§ Rigyada State

trained in the Los Angeles California Mediators
program and has mediated community disputes,
and facilitated community meetings during the
riots in Los Angeles.

While in Los Angeles, Cherie was a member

of National Association of Women Business

Owners, The Latin Business Association, The
Black Business Association, The Asian Business
Association. She volunteered her services as an
event planner for these organizations, assisting

with meetings and galas.

&$1',"$7( )25

' 5(&725

president.

Cherie volunteers with Nevada Donor Network.
That is her president’s project supporting her
husbands’ challenges with liver cancer. Cherie
is passionate about her project and moving the
programs of GFWC forward within Nevada. A
widow now, her son and his family live in Athens
Georgia, and they strongly support her GFWC
journey. Having two granddaughters, her primary
goal to create a world in which they will move
IRUZDUG DV VWURQJ DQG FRQ“GHQV

(/1 (&7 2) -81,25 &/¢

Michelle Munoz has been a member of the
GFWC Kenosha Junior Woman's Club for 17
\HDUV MRLQLQJ LQ
of being a member of their club. Michelle serves

on 2024-2026 GFWC Wisconsin Executive
Committee as Corresponding Secretary, GFWC
Wisconsin Junior Board as Junior Fundraising
Chairman and 1st Vice President of Southern
Prairies District.  Michelle served as GFWC
Wisconsin State Director of Junior Clubs during

WKH
focus was spreading ‘Kindness with a Smile’ and
supporting Operation Smile and a Burn Camp

in Wisconsin. From there she has served on the
GFWC Wisconsin Executive Committee as the
State Treasury from 2020-2022 and 2022-2024
administrations and GFWC Wisconsin Signature
Program Chairman, 2022-2024. As a member of

2026 2028 GFWC CANDIDATES

the GFWC Board of Directors, Michelle served as
a member of the 2020-2022 GFWC Credentials

D QG VHU YhruitteeQarisl @@22FR2D23 O5FW® Blitlget and

Finance Committee and is currently the GFWC
Assistant to the Director of Junior Clubs.

Michelle resides in Beach Park, IL with her
husband Eddie. They have two grown children,
Aaron and Janitza and 3 grandchildren, Tao, Kai
and Elizabeth. Though living in lllinois, her club
is in Wisconsin, the border states share beautiful

el Ly JDRrL iR - Lo Mighlﬁ]larﬁ Kmi€hBiIiE is an accountant by

trade, earning a Masters Degree in Accounting
and Financial Management from Keller University
and is working for a private family foundation

in Chicago for 12 years. Michelle stays busy
working full-time, participating in her club
DFWLYLWLHV ERZOLQJ JRO“QJ



BOUNTIFUL
BELIZE

*):& ,17(51%$7,218/ 6(59,&(

BY LAURA CONNELLY, GFWC MEMBER (FLORIDA)

members from across the nation recently
G FWC returned from Belize, where they partnered
ZLWK WKH “YH *):& %HOL]H FOXEV
on service, education, and international sisterhood. Each day
provided meaningful opportunities to support children, teens,

and women, while building friendships and sharing GFWC'’s rich
history across borders.

Our week began in Orange Walk, where we joined the GFWC
6XJD &LW\ -XQLRUHWWHV WR DVVHPEOH
essential sanitary supplies. The Juniorettes will donate the kits to
a high school, where girls currently must pay for these products.
While together, they treated us to a special cultural presentation.

That evening, we partnered
with the GFWC Suga City
Sistaz to present an uplifting
women’s empowerment
program for members and

guests, many of whom are

survivors of domestic violence. Following the program, we took
time to share GFWC stories to deepen relationships with our Belize
sisters.

The following day, we worked side by side with the Suga City
Sistaz at a primary school, directly supporting 42 special-
needs students through targeted sensory and gross motor skill
development activities. Along with this hands-on engagement,
equipped with  practical trauma-informed

we teachers

IRU D SRZHUIXO ZHHN RI

KDQGYV

SHULRG SRXFKHV “OOHG ZLWK

strategies they could apply in the classrooms.

As the day drew to a close, we traveled to the capital city of
Belmopan for a membership recruitment event with the GFWC
Belmopan Women'’s Club, where we had the honor of installing
WKHLU QHZ RI“FHUV 7KH HYHQLQJ XQIROGHG
with networking, fellowship, and sharing Federation traditions.

The next morning took us into a primary school with the Belmopan
Women's Club, where we reached more than 120 students with
interactive lessons on healthy habits and nutrition.

That the
continued to Belize City. There,
the GFWC Belize City Juniorettes
welcomed us with a vibrant

evening, journey

cultural showcase, and members
of the GFWC Belize City Women’s
Club joined us for an interactive

cooking class so
we could attempt
to recreate
some of Belize's
delicious dishes
once we returned
home.

continued on next page
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on the island of Caye Caulker, where we debriefed the week’s
experiences, planned our next visit, and enjoyed some downtime
before returning home to share

our GFWC stories.

Joining our GFWC members
in Belize is always energizing
and deeply rewarding. We look
forward to serving alongside
them and celebrating the spirit of
sisterhood that connects GFWC
members across the globe.

We closed our time in Belize City by

uniting both clubs in one of the city’s

most underserved neighborhoods to host

a community “Celebration of Women.”

During this event, 50 guests took part in

“YH VPDOO JURXS ZRUNVKR3V GHVLJIJQHG WR
uplift, connect, and empower women.

Our journey concluded with a team retreat

€EUA '9 # OA " 'tw

XQLFHIXVD RUJ *):&
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CONFLICT MANAGEMENT:
A PATHWAY TO STRONGER
COMMUNITIES AND
STRONGER WOMEN

RQtLFW LV D QDWXUDO SDUW RI OLIH :KHUHYHU SHRSOH JDWKHU
whether in our families, workplaces, or community
organizations, differences in perspectives, personalities,
and communication styles inevitably arise. For leaders within the
General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC), understanding
KRZ WR QDYLJDWH FRQtLFW LV QRW RQO\ HVVHQWLDO EXW DOVR IXQGDPHQWDO
to preserving unity, fostering collaboration, and advancing the
organization’s mission of community service and empowerment.

&RQtLFW PDQDJHPHQW LV QRW DERXW DYRLGLQJ GLVDJUHHPHQW ,Q
IDFW ZKHQ KDQGOHG HIIHFWLYHO\ FRQtLFW FDQ EHFRPH D FDWDO\VW IRU
innovation, deeper understanding, and stronger relationships.

The key lies in developing the mindset, communication tools,

and leadership presence needed to turn potential tension into LEADING WITH EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE

productive dialogue.
Emotional intelligence (EQ) is one of the most powerful tools in

UNDERSTANDING THE ROOTS OF CONFLICT FRQtLFW PDQDJHPHQW W DOORZV OHDGHUV
clarity rather than reactivity. EQ includes self-awareness, self-

r?_(]:;ulation, em'Patk\y, and social awareness. Ir{)oractice, this means:
ORVW FRQtLFW VWHPV IURP RQH RI WKUH VRXUFH XQPHW QHHG

unclear expectations, or differing communication styles. Within e Pausing before responding to ensure your emotions
a volunteer-driven organization like GFWC, these triggers often aren't leading the conversation.
EHFRPH PDJQL“HG GXH WR PHPEHUVM SDVVLRQ FRPPLWPHQW DQG
personal investment in the mission. When people deeply care, *  Listening without interruption to fully understand another
misunderstandings can feel personal even when they aren’t. person’s viewpoint.
Recognizing the root cause helps you address the issue instead of * \Validating feelings even when you disagree with the
reacting to the symptoms. For example: content.

*  Unmet needs may look like a member feeling unheard or *  Asking clarifying questions to avoid assumptions.

undervalued.

GFWC leaders model emotional intelligence not only for their clubs
* Unclear expectations often appear in committee work but for the broader communities they serve. Your tone, presence,
WKDW ODFNV GH“QHG UROHV RU GH D @ taymynication style set the tone for everyone involved.

TRANSFORMING CONFLICT THROUGH
COMMUNICATION

* Communication differences arise when one member
communicates directly while another prefers a softer

approach.
+HDOWK\ FRPPXQLFDWLRQ LV WKH EDFNERQH

By acknowledging these dynamics, leaders create space for Rather than engaging in blame or defensiveness, effective
curiosity rather than judgment. communicators focus on clarity, curiosity, and collaboration.

continued on next page
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$ IHZ FRPPXQLFDWLRQ VWUDWHJILHVY WKDW S#MdIeaQeisiiKtidiQing FRQtLFW
management include:
e (VWDEOLVKHG FRQtLFW UHVROXWLRQ JXL

8VH O,P 6WDWHPHQWYV
e Aculture of respect and curiosity

These statements express your truth without attacking the other
person. CONCLUSION

*  Instead of: “You never respond on time.” :KHQ FRQtLFW LV DSSURDFKHG ZLWK HPRWL!
a commitment to collaboration, it becomes a powerful tool
*  Try: "I feel stressed when deadlines are missed because it ~ for growth. It brings forward new ideas, encourages deeper
affects the entire project timeline.” understanding, and reinforces the unity that fuels the mission of

service.
3UDFWLFH $FWLYH /LVWHQLQJ

6WURQJ ZRPHQ GRQMW IHDU FRQtLFW WKH\ W

This means listening to understand not to respond. Eye contact, so, they elevate themselves, their communities, and the legacy of
QRGGLQJ DQG UHtHFWLQJ EDFN ZKDW \RXGH_Q\I/—HDUG KHOSV SHRSOH IHHO

respected, even when you disagree.
&ODULI\ ([SHFWDWLRQV

$PELIJXLW\ LV D EUHHGLQJ JURXQG |IRU FRQtLFW KHQ
UROHV UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV DQG GHDGOLQHV DUH FOHDUO\ GH“QHG
PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJY GHFUHDVH VLIJQL*“FDQWO\

$VVXPH 3RVLWLYH ,QWHQW

ORVW FRQtLFWYVY HVFDODWH QRW EHFDXVH RI PDOLFH EXW EHFDX)iquEIFEl{a
misinterpretation. Leading with the belief that others are doing ‘//V:\

i . INTERNATIONAL
their best opens the door to resolution.

CONFLICT AS A TOOL FOR GROWTH

2QH RI WKH PRVW RYHUORRNHG EHQH*“WV [RI GLVDJUHHPHQW LV JURZWK
For GFWC clubs, this means more effective committees, more
cohesive partnerships, and an environment where members feel
comfortable sharing their ideas.

&RQtLFW DOVR HQFRXUDJHY OHDGHUV WR VWHS LOQWR GHHSHU OHYHOV RI VHOI
UHtHFWLRQ W LQYLWHV \RX WR H[DPLQH \RXU WULJJHUV FRPPXQLFDWLRQ
WHQGHQFLHYVY DQG OHDGHUVKLS VWUHQJIWKYV (YHU\ FRQtLFW EHFRPHV DQ
RSSRUWXQLW\ WR UH“QH \RXU OHDGHUVKLF VW\OH HOHYDWH \RXU HPRWLRQDO
LQWHOOLJHQFH DQG VWUHQJIJWKHQ \RXU DELOLW\ WR LQtXHQFH RWKHUV

CREATING A CONFLICT RESILIENT CULTURE

7KH PRVW VXFFHVVIXO RUJDQL]DWLRQV GRQMW DYRLG FRQtLFW ZKHQ WKH\
SUHSDUH IRU LW $ FRQtLFW UHVLOLHQW *):& FOXE LQFOXGHYV

*  Clear communication practices

¢ Transparent decision-making
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MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT LIST
FOCUS ON: RECRUITMENT MEMBERSHIP VALUE AND

THE BENEFITS OF BELONGING

REPORTING PERIOD: NOVEMBER 2025-JANUARY 2026

Clubs recognized added 3 or more members

GFWC Tempe Woman’s The GFWC Lakeshore Woman’s GFWC Manchester Woman'’s The GFWC Garner Woman'’s
Club - 35 Club -9 Club -5 Club - 4

Tempe, AZ Jacksonville, FL Manchester, GA Garner, NC

GFWC St. Petersburg Woman’s GFWC Dover Area Woman'’s GFWC Radcliff Women'’s The GFWC Woman'’s Club of

Club - 23

Club - 8

Club -5

Colorado Springs - 4

St. Petersburg, FL Dover, NH Radcliff, KY Colorado Springs, CO
GFWC Chapin Junior Woman'’s GFWC Ossoli Circle - 7 GFWC Tampa Bay Woman'’s GFWC Brandon Junior
Club - 18 Knoxville, TN Club-5 Women’s Club - 3

Chapin, SC

GFWC Hollywood Women'’s
Club - 18
Hollywood, FL

GFWC Selbyville Community
Club - 16
Selbyville, DE

GFWC Viera Woman'’s
Club - 14
Melbourne (Viera), FL

GFWC Bradenton Woman'’s
Club - 13
Bradenton, FL

GFWC Girls in Action - 13
Exeter, NH

GFWC Rhinelander Woman'’s
Club -7
Rhinelander, WI

GFWC Woman’s Club of
Merchantville - 7
Merchantville, NJ

GFWC Mississippi Juniors
Cyber Club - 6
Picayune, MS

San Antonio, FL

Brandon, FL

GFWC Village Improvement
Association - 5
Rehoboth Beach, DE

GFWC Camden Woman’s
Club -3
Camden, NC

GFWC Austintown Junior
Women'’s League - 4
Austintown, OH

GFWC Gun Lake Area Inc. - 4
Shelbyville, MI

GFWC Capital City WC - 3
Tallahassee, FL

GFWC Cheyenne Platonic
Club - 3

Cheyenne, OK

GFWC North Myrtle Beach
Woman'’s Club - 6

North Myrtle Beach, SC

GFWC Lake Placid Women's
Club - 4
Lake Placid, FL

GFWC Concord Contemporary
Club -3

Concord, NH

GFWC Palm Beach Gardens
Woman'’s Club - 6

Palm Beach Gardens, FL

GFWC Lexington Woman'’s
Club - 4
Lexington, SC

GFWC St. Petersburg Junior
Woman'’s Club - 12
St. Petersburg, FL

GFWC Westford Women's
Club -6
Westford, MA

GFWC Naperville Woman'’s
Club - 4
Naperville, IL

The GFWC Woman'’s Club of
Raleigh - 12
Raleigh, NC

GFWC McAlester
Fortnightly - 11
McAlester, OK

GFWC Women'’s Club of
Cypress - 11
Cypress, CA

GFWC Woman’s Club of Playa
del Rey -9
Los Angeles, CA

GFWC Women'’s Club of
Sweetwater County - 9
Rock Springs, WY

North Myrtle Beach, SC - 6
Dunwoody, GA

GFWC Atlanta Woman'’s
Club-5
Atlanta, GA

GFWC Chapin Woman'’s
Club-5

Chapin, SC

GFWC Charlotte Woman'’s
Club -5

Charlotte, NC

GFWC Jacksonville Beaches
Woman'’s Club - 5
Jacksonville Beach, FL

GFWC Salem Area Women's
Club -4
Salem, NH

GFWC Williamstown Woman'’s
Club - 4
Williamstown, KY

GFWC Woman'’s Club of
Palatka - 4
Palatka, FL

GFWC Zwaanendael Women's
Club - 4
Lewes, DE

GFWC-NC, Cape Fear Women's
Club - 4
Leland, NC

GFWC ESO 5th Wheels - 3
Tucson, AZ

GFWC FLWC
Fort Lauderdale and Plantation,
FL-3

GFWC of LA Past State
Directors of Juniors Clubs - 3
Louisiana Federation

GFWC Woman'’s Club of
Inverness - 3
Inverness, FL

GFWC Woman'’s Club of
Tallahassee - 3

Tallahassee, FL

GFWC Woman’s League of the
Lowcountry - 3
Bluffton, SC

GFWC Yankton Women'’s
Club -3
Yankton, SD
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WHM Ad
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